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(57) Abstract: There is provided 
a variable-length code decoding 
device for decoding a bit stream 
which has been encoded by a 
plurality of encoding methods. 
The device includes: a decoding 
stage (100) for decoding a 
variable- length code which has 
been encoded by a plurality of 
encoding methods; a stream 
input imit (10) for inputting a 
variable-length code; and an 
interface (30) for connecting the 
decoding stage with the stream 
input unit. The stream input unit 
and the interface are shared by 
a plurality of encoding methods. 
There is no need or providing 
a stream input unit for each of 
the encoding methods, which 
suppresses the area increase. 
Since the stream input unit is 
connected to the decoding stage 
by the interface, it is possible to 
easily cope with another encoding 
method or another combination of 
encoding methods. 
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